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Ilr.  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Crediton  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ray  report  for  1963 • 

The  Council's  water  undertaking  again  proved  its 
worth  and  the  mains  are  now  extended  to  serve  all  but  thr^e 
houses  in  the  district  and  the  total  population  with  the 
exception  of  nine  people  receive  piped  water.  Only  39 
houses  do  not  have  a piped  supply  of  water  indoors. 

No  further  progress  seems  to  have  been  made 
during  the  year  on  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal 
works  and  the  sewering  of  the  Fordton  area.  It  seems  that 
a definite  move  must  soon  be  made  by  someone  to  overcome 
this  very  grave  state  of  affairs. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Osborne  has  now  enabled  more 
time  to  be  devoted  to  routine  inspections  which  by  their 
very  nature  must  increase  the  standards  in  food  premises 
and  factories. 

Most  of  the  information  has  again  been  provided 
by  I£r.  Blake  and  Ltrs.  Gill  has  produced  the  report. 


I am,  Madam  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


N.F.  SAWERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


1 . STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


At ©3  •©•  *00  o • • •••  •••  •••  O96 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  ...  4 >440 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  19^3 


according  to  the  rate  book 

e • « • • • 

• • e • • • 1 

,502 

Rateable  Value  

9 • • • • • 

• • • • 0 0 £i  Y 1 

,815 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

• 0 0 *60 

9 e « • • • 

£676 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

36 

30 

66 

Births  illegitimate 

Male 

Femala 

Total 

11 

3 

14 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  11*94 

Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  12.66 


one 


(b)  Still  Births 


There  were  no  still  births  in  I963. 


Deaths. 

(a)  Death  Rate. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

19 

29 

48 

Average  age  of  death  71*6  years. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  13*15 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  12.16 

(b)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes.  Nil 

(c)  Infantile  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  1 

(d)  Causes  of  death  as  followss- 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0-  5-  15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

All  Causes 

M 

19 

1 

1 

6 

4 

7 

F 

29 

1 

4 

6 

18 

Tuberculosis 

M 

Respiratory 

F 

- 

Malignant 

M 

1 

1 

Neoplasm  Stomach 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Mai ignant 

M 

Neoplasm  Lung 

F 

- . 

Malignant 

M 

Neoplasm  Breast 

F 

- 

two 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All  0- 

Ages 

15-  25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

Malignant 

M 

3 

1 

2 

Neoplasm 

Other  Areas 

F 

Diabetis 

M 

1 

1 

P 

- 

Vascular  Lesions 

M 

1 

1 

of  Nervous 

System 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Coronary 

M 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Thrombosis  & 
Angina 

P 

3 

1 

2 

Hypertension 

M 

with  Heart 
Disease 

P 

Other  Heart 

M 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Disease 

P 

13 

1 

4 

8 

Influenza 

M 

F 

- 

Respiratory  & 

M 

Pneumonic 

Diseases 

F 

6 

1 

5 

Accident 

M 

1 1 

F 

3 

2 

1 

SECTION  B 

3.  GEmAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES, 
a.  Nursing  Service. 


A resident  District  Niirse  employed  by  the 
Devon  County  Council  adequately  provides  this  service. 


three 


br  Care  of  Mothers  and  Youiifi  Children* 


These  are  visited  at  home  by  2 Devon 
County  Council  Health  Visitors. 


c.  Materrity  & Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  District  Nurse  Midwife  working  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners  provide  the 
basis  for  ante-natal  care,  confinement  and  post-natal 
care.  In  addition  Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  Devon 
County  Council  in  appropriate  cases. 

In  cases  where  home  conditions  are  unsuitable 
confinement  arrangements  are  made  for  the  mother  to  go 
to  Redhills  Hospital,  Exeter. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternily  Clinics  are 
held  at  Newcombes  weekly  and  during  1962  attendances 


were  as  followss- 

Infants 

Toddlers 

Children  2-5 

Total 

1045 

257 

479 

1781 

Vaccinations,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis 


imraiinisations  are  available  at  this  Clinic  but  a fuller  use 
could  be  made  of  the  service. 


d.  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases. 

There  are  no  centres  in  Credit on  for  these 
diseases.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  Ivybank,  Exeter  and  he  then  decides  whether  they 
are  nursed  at  home  or  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 


e.  Mass  Radiography. 

Sessions  in  Crediton  are  arranged  at  regular 
intervals  and  almost  the  whole  population  has  now  been 
screened. 


During  a regular  visit  in  July,  916  people 
attended  for  chest  X-ray  examination. 
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f .  Inf ectious  Diseases. 


These  are  nursed  at  home  and  if  the 
Doctor  in  attendance  considers  they  should  he 
transferred  to  hosiptal  they  are  removed  to  Whipton 
Isolation  Hospital <> 


g.  Ambulances. 


The  Devon  County  Council  control  the 
ambulance  service  and  at  present  one  ambulance  is 
stationed  in  Crednton  and  run  by  the  Crediton  Branch 
of  the  Red  Cross. 

h.  Laboratory  V/orks. 

All  laboratory  examinations  required  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Exeter  or  the  department  of  Pathology  at  the  Royal 
Devon  & Exeter  Hospital. 


i.  Meals  on  Wheels. 


During  the  year  the  V/.V.S.  started  a Meals 
on  Wheels  service  to  provide  two  ipeals  per  week  for  aged 
and  infirm  people  in  the  district.  The  service  began 
with  meals  being  cooked  from  a caravan  kitchen  and  it  is 
thoirght  that  this  service  can  be  soon  put  on  a permanent 
basis  from  a fully  equipped  kitchen. 
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SECTION  C 


4.  SANITARY  CIRCUI',ffiTAircES. 
(a)  Sewerage. 


Frustration  is  again  the  keyword  for  1963* 

February  saw  a visit  from  an  Engineering 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  and 
in  May  the  Council  were  informed  that  there  was  an  urgent  need 
for  such  a scheme  and  the  proposals  were  approved  in  broad 
outline. 


Trade  waste  agreements  were  however  necessary 
before  any  further  progress  could  be  made  and  the  end  of  the 
year  produced  very  little  progress  in  settling  the  agreements 
necessary. 


The  Council  decided  to  terminate  the  present 
agreement  with  the  Express  Dairy  Company  on  the  31st 
August,  1964  with  a hope  that  this  would  bring  forward  a 
settlement  of  a new  agreement. 

Consultations  late  in  the  year  at  the  Ministiy 
necessitated  the  scheme  being  revised  to  take  into  consideration 
the  obnoxious  smell  from  the  effluent  being  irrigated. 

This  has  again  brought  delays  which  nov/  are 
being  questioned  by  ratepayers  over  a fair  area  of  the  town 
due  to  the  smell.  It  can  only  be  hoped  that  something  will 
be  done  soon  in  order  that  the  worry  of  operating  a poor 
sewerage  treatment  system  can  be  removed  from  the 
Council's  Officers'  shoulders. 

The  leat  at  Fordton  into  which  crude  sewage 
drains  caused  a nuisance  during  the  year  and  the  sewers  for 
this  area  are  urgently  required. 

The  Council’s  existing  sewers  are  capable  of  taking 
all  drainage  being  connected  and  contemplated  and  only  a small 
6"  extension  sewer  was  carried  out  in  Pounds  Hill  during  the 
year. 
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b.  Water 


With  the  town  growing  the  requirements  for 
water  rise  each  year  and  consumption  rose  by  7^  over 
1962.  The  Council’s  sources  of  supply  again  prove  capable 
of  meeting  this  extra  demand  without  requiring  any 
restrictions. 


Water  was  extracted  as  followss- 

Uton  Borehole  545082,700  gals. 

Walson  Adit  41 5694,800  gals. 

Newcombes  Borehole  9,363, 540  gals. 

105,141 5O4O  gals. 

Business  premises  supplied  by  meter  used  slightly 
less  water  in  the  year  namely,  31,817,050  gals  or  87,170 
gals  per  day. 

Average  daily  consumption  for  all  uses  during 
the  year  v/as  288,050  gals,  per  day  which  rose  to  328,500 
gals  per  day  during  the  peak  week. 


Periodic  sampling  was  carried  out  with  the 
following  resultss- 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Uton  (raw  water) 

14 

14 

Uton  (after  treatment) 

18 

18 

— 

Walson  (raw  water) 

14 

13 

1 

Walson  (after  treatment) 

14 

1 

61 

59 

2 
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The  unsatisfactory  sample  result  from  VYalson 
treated  water  was  investigated  but  no  satisfactory  reason 
was  found  as  to  why  this  sample  failed. 

Only  three  premises  now  remain  without  a piped 
supply  of  water  in  the  urban  district,  others  all 
receiving  a supply  of  satisfactory  pressure. 

From  figures  taken  during  I96I  the  position 
with  regard  to  water  supplies  to  dwellings  was  as  foil owe* - 


Total  No.  of  Dwellings.  Population. 

With  piped  supply 


inside  house. 

1423 

(97.5/») 

4311 

With  piped  supply 
in  yard. 

33 

( 2.3/0 

103 

Without  piped  supply. 

3 

( 0.2p) 

8 

1459 

4422 

Early  19 63 

but  during  the  whole 

brought 
of  this 

very  intense 
time  only  one 

cold  and  snow 
very  short 

section  of  main  suffered  from  freezing  - this  being  a 
short  length  of  2"  serving  two  houses.  With  the  use  of 
de-freezing  units  complaints  were  dealt  with  very  quickly 
and  in  almost  every  case  the  supply  was  again  available 
to  householders  indoors  in  two  days. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Council  had 
been  using  one  of  these  units  for  five  years  previous  to 
the  bad  winter  whilst  most  people  in  the  country  thought 
that  this  was  something  new. 

Due  to  burst  pipes  the  maximum  daily  demand  for 
water  during  the  year  was  in  this  period. 
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The  end  of  the  year  again  brought  regrouping 
of  water  supplies  forward  and  an  inspection  was  carried 
out  by  officers  of  the  North  Devon  v/ater  Boards  Their 
subsequent  report  proved  that  the  undertaking  was 
sufficient  and  well-maintained. 


Co  Public  Conveniences. 

This  is  one  aspect  of  public,  health  that  needs 
attention.  The  existing  conveniences  are  of  a type  that 
do  not  pa'cticularly  enccur*age  clean  habits  and  a new 
convenience  cf  a piodern  standard  is  needed  for  the  use  of 
holiday  makers  motoring  through  the  town. 

V\fith  very  little  undeveloped  road  frontage  in 
the  district  the  fouling  of  lay-bys  and  verges  is  not 
a problem  but  I feel  that  the  provision  of  a new  convenience 
on  the  holiday  route  will  do  a lot  to  stop  this  nuisance 
in  adjoining  rural  areas. 

I feel  that  when  a new  convenience  is  provided 
the  old  conveniences  in  Union  Road  should  be  closed. 


d.  Refuse  Collection. 

The  existing  refuse  collection  service  proved 
adequate  for  the  extra  properties  provj.ded  during  the 
year  and  again  complaints  were  negligible. 

The  tip  at  Punchbowl  continues  to  be  adequate 
for  the  Council's  requirements  but  although  controlled 
tipping  was  tried  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  proper 
equipment  on  the  tip  for  this  to  be  a success. 
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e.  Rodent  Control 


Rodent  Control  still  does  not  require  very  much 
attention  although  survey  work  is  carried  out. 


The  following  are  the  details^- 


lype  of 
Properties. 


No  .of  Properties  No.  of  Properties  No.  of 
Surveyed. Treated. Treatments 


Private 

Business 

Council 


21 

12 

3 

36 


6 14 

5 13 

TT  27 


f.  Sanitary  Inspections. 

( i ) Summar^^  of  Visits. 


Council  Properties  274 
Private  Houses  208 
Pood  Premises  89 
Slaughterhouses  15O 
Other  Premises  5I 


( ii)  Notices  Served. 

Housing  Acts. 

Time  & Place  Notices 

Undertakings  given  not 
to  re-let. 

Demolition  Orders. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Dangerous  Building  ( Sec. 58) 

Informal  Notices. 


7 properties. 

5 properties. 
2 properties. 

2 properties. 
10  properties. 


SECTION  D 


5.  HOUSING. 

General  Housing. 


Six  one  bedroom  flats  were  completed  by 
the  Council  during  the  year  and  a further  six  one  bedroom 
flats  were  completed  by  Newcombes  (Credit on)  Housing  Association. 

As  v/as  expected  the  layout  of  the  Blagdon 
Estate  increased  the  tempo  of  private  building  considerably  and 
houses  were  completed  as  under. 

Two  Bedrooms  I8 

Three  Bedrooms  22 

"I'o" 


This  increase  is  likely  to  carry  on  as  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  only  14  houses  were  still  under 
construction  whilst  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  figure  had 
risen  to  48» 


With  regard  to  the  general  standards  of  housing 
I think  the  following  comparison  will  interest  the  Council.  In 
1955  3 survey  v/as  made  of  588  houses  and  in  I96I  the  survey 
covered  1459  houses. 


1961 

mi 

Total  Surveyed 

1459 

588 

No.  without  piped  water 
supply  indoors. 

36  (2.5/0) 

143 

No.  without  hot  water 
supply. 

372  (25.5/0 

443 

No.  without  bath. 

345  (23.7^) 

464 

No.  without  V/.C.  in  or 
attached  to  house. 

89  (6.1/0) 

160 

eleven 


The  1961  survey  showed  that  954  (65*45^) 
of  all  houses  in  the  district  had  piped  water  indoors,  hot 
water  supply,  fixed  bath  and  V7.C«  in  or  attached  to  the  house. 

Slum  Clearance. 


All  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  have  now  been 
vacated  and  a further  six  houses  have  been  demolished. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  I6  Clearance 
Areas  at  31st  December.  1963  iss- 

No  of  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  87 

No.  demolished-.  68 


Housing  List. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  I963  was.- 


No.  on  Council’s  Waiting  List  alreacly  resident  in  the 

Urban  District  64 

No.  on  Council's  V/aiting  List  wanting  to  move  into 

the  District  1_3 

77 


Accommodation  required  by  these  families  iss- 


One  Bedroom 

34 

Two  Bedrooms 

20 

Three  Bedrooms 

23 

Building  Byelaws. 


The  following  inspections  were  made  to 
enforce  the  Council's  Building  Byelawss- 


Foundations 

89 

Oversite  Concrete 

65 

Damp-proof  Course 

71 

Drains 

95 

Routine 

49 

Completi on 

60 

twelve 


Improvement  Grants 


No  applications  were  received  for 
Discretionary  Grants. 

Details  of  Standard  Grants  ddalt  with 
during  the  year  ares- 


No.  of  .Applications  received  8 
No.  of  Applications  approved  6 
No  of  applications  refused  1 
No.  of  improvements  completed  3 
Amenities  provided  - Baths  3 

Basins  3 
Hot  Water  3 
W.C.'s  2 
Larders  3 

Amount  paid  in  Grants  £380.  12.  11. 


Although  calls  have  been  made  and  owners 
circulated  this  method  of  improvem.ent  of  houses  in  the  town 
is  still  not  used  to  anything  like  its  full  advantage. 


Caravan  Sites. 


Glencreedy  site  with  its  three  caravans 
continues  to  be  maintained  in  good  condition  and  it  has  finally 
been  decided,  after  appeal,  that  the  High  Street  site  shall 
be  run  dovm.  As  only  one  caravan  is  still  occupied  this  should 
not  be  difficult. 


Rent  Act,  1957* 


One  application  was  received  and  after  the 
necessary  notice  one  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued. 
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SECTION  E 


6.  POOD  AM  DRUGS, 


During  the  year  the  following  food  v/as 
voluntarily  surrendercds- 


1210,  Fork  Sausages, 


Ice  Cream, 


registered. 


as  follov/si- 

Total 

Grade 


At  the  end  of  the  year  27  premises  were 
Samples  taken  during  the  year  v;ere  graded 
Sampl es  17 

I 17 

This  is  very  satisfactory  indeed. 


Food  Hygiene  Regul at  ions 

With  lie,  Osborne  taking  up  his  appointment 
more  time  could  be  given  to  this  important  aspect  of  health. 

During  the  course  of  inspections  no  major 
defects  were  found  but  help  was  offered  to  overcome  many  small 
points  that  needed  attention. 
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Slaughter  of  Animal So 


150  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse 
during  the  year  and  the  following  carcases  and  offal  were 


inspected s- 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Cattle 

309 

314 

236 

Calves 

20 

10 

7 

Sheep 

507 

905 

707 

Pigs 

709 

682 

409 

condemneds- 


The  following  carcases  and  offal  were 


1  larah  (septic  pneumonia  with  septicaemia  & emaciation) 

1 lamh  (absyss  t-.  septicaemia) 

4’!  lambs  livGJrs  (cysts) 

2 lambs  plucks  (pleurisy) 

1 lambs  loins  and  kidneys  (injury) 

3 bovine  hearts  (cyst.bovis) 

2 bovine  heads  (cjrstcbovis) 

7 bovine  livers  (fluke  and  absyss) 

32  pigs  heads  (T.Bo) 

^ pigs  head  (absyss) 

8 pigs  plucks  (pleuc?is.7) 

2 pigs  legs  (rheumatism) 


oECflOlf  F 


7.  FACTORIES 


50  factories  were  on  the  register  in  I963  and 
75  inspections  were  carried  out. 

Outworkers  lists  as  supplied  in  August  showed 
the  following  de tails i- 

Flare  Parachutes 

fift.een  • 
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Two  of  these  outworkers  resided  in  the 
Crediton  Rural  District  and  in  addition  one  person  engaged  in 
knitting  was  notified  by  another  authority. 


SECTION  G 

8.  PREVALENCE  AND  COk^RCL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Notified  Infoctious  Disessec. 


notified. 


No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 


sixteen 


Appendix  1 


Carcases 

and  Offal  Inspected 

and  Condemned. 

In  Y'^'hole 

or  in  Part 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

309 

Nil 

20 

907 

709 

Nil 

Number  Inspected 

309 

Nil 

20 

907 

709 

Nil 

All  dieases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  7 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

11 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  2<»265 

Nil 

Nil 

5.O62 

1*551 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned _Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.513 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  5 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carca^eb  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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